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Dear friends in Christ, 
  
There was an interesGng arGcle in ChrisGanity Today based on surveys of 
countries where ChrisGanity was in decline and where ChrisGanity is growing.  It 
was thought that where affluence increases people become more secure and 
being more secure, would see no need for Christ.  People also surmised that 
persecuGon would put the church in decline as the faithful feared for their 
survival.  Well, the findings have revealed that it is actually compeGGon that 
sGmulates growth.  As those witnessing to Christ encounter other faiths, they 
have to become clearer about their own confession, have a ready defence of 
their own faith and find they need to compete in the public square to be heard.  
These things make the church stronger.  Regarding persecuGon, except where 
ChrisGans are wiped out, persecuGon actually strengthens the church.  In 
Afghanistan, where the church is outlawed and the country is the second worst 
place for ChrisGans aUer North Korea, the church is growing in secret.  In China, 
despite the crackdown under Xi Jing Ping, ChrisGanity is booming and some are 
speculaGng that 50% of the populaGon will be ChrisGan by 2050.  That does not 
bode well for the CCP. 
  
Jesus is telling us that we are compeGng against the world.  Christ was not 
referring to his Father’s wonderful creaGon but the world of unbelief, driven by 
Satan to persecute those who hold to the truth.  The world is the world of 
ideologies, such as idenGty poliGcs, false religions and ideology supported by the 
state.  In the West at the moment, the world is winning.  That should not be the 
way at all. 
  
Our Lord Jesus, praying just before his arrest and when Judas, the one doomed 
to die had betrayed him, was seeking the protecGon of the church, especially its 
protecGon as it engaged in his mission.  This should be a great source of comfort 
for us.  Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that 
they may be one, as we are one, Jesus prayed.  This is what our ascended Lord is 
focussing at the moment.  He wants his people to be kept in a common 
confession of faith in him.  The Father’s name is no different to the word, which 
is no different to the truth.  They are one and the same, that is, the revelaGon of 
God’s love that would lead him to give his Son in death and to raise him from the 



tomb so that we may know him and his surpassing love for us and receive his 
eternal life and forgiveness of sins.  It is this truth that makes us one with the 
Father and with his Son.  Once you are one with the Lord you know your 
purpose in life, you know your true value and the relaGve value of things the 
world offers and the relaGve value of its poliGcs and business.   And this union 
with the Father through Christ preserves who we are no maaer what may 
happen to us. 
  
We, as children of God, should feel the victorious joy of Christ in us.  Imagine 
that all the resources of the universe were put at your disposal.  Imagine that for 
every good project, every iniGaGve, every effort to bring the word of God to the 
world is backed by the Lord and had his full authority and full power behind it.  
Wouldn’t that fill us with confidence and joy?  And just as it is the greatest joy for 
parents to bring a child into the world, so it is Christ’s greatest joy to see his 
work completed and new children added to his church.  So, we can count on 
Jesus’ strength, aUer all, he wants to accomplish his mission and if he has a job 
to do, he’ll want to see it done. 
  
We cannot experience this joy and blessing from the ascended Christ unGl we 
seek to glorify him by spreading his world.  It is interesGng that he prays: I am 
not asking you to take them out of the world.  For a church under aaack, 
ChrisGans may long to be removed from a world of trouble but that is not our 
problem, yet.  I think our problem today is that we are engrossed in the things of 
this world.  They are good things but the world covets them and thinks that life, 
love and peace are found in them.  Christ is reminding us that we can enjoy the 
good things of this world but not live as though they consGtute our life.  That is 
one of Satan’s great decepGons.  Thus, Jesus says about us: they do not belong 
to the world, just as I do not belong to the world.  Once we grasp that, we shall 
experience the joy of Christ at work in us. 
  
It is beaer to view yourself as a missionary in a foreign land.  You are there for 
the inhabitants of the country but your true home is somewhere else.  We have 
homes, schools and ciGes but we do not belong to them.  We have friends and a 
family but, in the end, they are not ours to keep.  This may seem very odd unGl 
you feel and know that God is truly your Father and you know Christ as your 
Saviour and experience the indwelling of the Spirit.  When that is the case, then 
being spiritually separate from the world that does not know him is not so weird 
aUer all.  This is what Jesus meant when he prayed: sanc?fy them in your truth.  
Our Lord Jesus sets us apart for his Father in this prayer.  He has taken us out of 



the world to himself so that he can place us in a world that need his grace; and 
we are the bearers of that grace.  
  
As we embrace the mission of Christ more and more, we will find how powerful 
the Lord’s strength is, that it will keep us faithful to him despite any opposiGon 
and will indeed help us to succeed in capturing people’s hearts with the truth of 
Christ’s word.  Let us pray for confidence. 


